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"1 PORTO RICO, THE FAIR

be4utifll islvar-- blessed by
mature, oppressed ijv m'aiv

Do We Wnnt the Hrielit CSi-- of the
Au(IIIcnf UpKiivrnlr Efforts) Hnve

Hceu 3inIf lo Throw Off (he
Galling inniMh Yeil.e.

One of the important questions de-

manding attention Is the disposition of
the island of Porto Rico. The healthiest
of the Antilles .mil admirabi adapted by
Its strategic position for an outlving naval
station, it is more than probahle tint its
sicc,uIsltion b the Unild States will he
discussed as the wisest settlement of the
troubles of the Hand.

The Spanish minister to the United

DR.
Hilled the of 1SCS.

States, Senor DeLome. was fond of citing nil
Pcrto Rico, now Spain's last posse sion
In America, In evidence of the blessings
anJ content-producin- g properties of Span-
ish rule.

Rut ft is neither because its people have'
beer, happj under the Spanish voke nor

et because the have not m
efforts to throw it off, that Porto Rico Is
still a dependency of Spain. The Porto
Ricans have long desired freedom with an
nrrmcntlng keenness, and, furthermore,
nine-tent- of them wish to become citi-
zens of the United States.

In his vague references to
and contented Porto Rico, the Spanlsn
diploma was careful not to go Into a
detailed hlstorv of the Island, much less
To give an accurate account of the bless-
ings upon it bj a horde of greedy
Spanish officeholders.

Porto Rico has been held bv the Spm-is- h Is
crown Mnep the d.ivs of Ponce deLeon, who was s0 delighted with its love-

liness that lie so.ight there the fountain
of vouth. for the Island seems alilting location. The , mismanagement ofan English cxptdltlon under Abercromby,
rather than the loalty of Its Inhabitants
saved the island to Spiin in the eighteenth
ecntur : and a standing armj has

it for her during the nineteenth.
As earlv as IS-- the Porto Means at-

tempted to gain their IndeiKndenci . Thiswas lears before Cuba had been tired bvthe torch of libertv. Irdeed, at about thistlme the Culuns were takirp oaths of tuer-r- al

allegiance to the legitimate
dynasty tlicy alone supported whenNapoleon had overrun Spain. This nr--tlebelllon was put down after a short guer-illl- a

war. Several nbortlve attempts to
drive the Spaniards from the island fol-
lowed toward the middle of the century.

STRUCT IX PONCE. LARGEST

but they onlv-- sen ed as a sign of the dicontent in the hearts of the people.
Mont I'iirmldlllilf Outbreak.

It wxis in liCS, the icar of the great up-
rising lfi Culia. that the most formidable
oulhirnk In Porto Rica Jt is sig-
nificant of Spain's treatment of her colo-1'I-

that the leaders of the contempora-lieeiu- s
rebellions knew nothing of the

of the patriots op. the sister Wand.
In Porto Rico, preparation wns made for

n great rush to arms. The1
Spanish government was so universally
detected that the prospective insurgents
Includtd a 1 irge proportion of the people.
In fact, it was tho number of persons in
the becrct that proved fatal to the plot
ii 1 to Its cxiKiMire by traitors. a

result, it was neecsarv that the insurrec-
tion tnke place several weeks before Hie
Juliiols were prepared. After two months'

gvf'lffc &hm-M.&- r -- -

fighting the Spanish regulars were vicinri-ou- s
and the leaders of the rebels --Dr. Ra-mo- n

E. Betanees now of FirK was cap-
tured, ns was also J. J. Henna since a
New York physician, then a ioung Porto
Itican IS lears of age.

All prisoners were sentenced to be "hot
on Nov ember 4. 1W. On November .1 new 5
reached the Island of the overthrow of
Queen Isabella and political prisoners were
pardoned. Later they were banished.

Thetx; exiles, dwelling In many different
countries. hae formed the centers of act-

ive movements for the freeing: of Porto
Rico that have culminated In a powerful
organization Known as the Porto Rico Sec-

tion of the Revolutionary party of Cuba.
The first articles of the statement of

principles of the Cuban Revolutionary par-
ti, written bj Jose Marti declared that
fomenting revolution in Porto Rico and
helping the Porto Ricans to their inde-
pendence be an object
with Cuba's freedom.

This led to the organization of the Porto
Ricans as a pirt of the Cuban nartv. .Na-

tives of Porto Rico In and out oi the roun-tr- v

are hard at work for the independence
of the 11.1l Vote-- , were reeentlv taken
for officers of the section md the hero of
the rising in 'O Dr. Ramon E Uctanccs
was elected deles ite general Dr. J J.
Henna. Is the pte-idt- nt ai d the head of the
movement in America The cither direct-
ors of the section are Senors J. deM. Ter-rcfor-

Manuel IJeso-- a, and R. II. Todd,

RAMON E. BETANCES.
.Leader of Porto Rican Rebellion

showered

which

Spanish
which

occurred.

simultaneous

le-- As

of New York. Mr. Todd is the secre-tar- j.

Feature of the Inland.
The size of the island Is about 100 by 37

miles and its population has reached near-- 1

a million. The Spanish province in-

cludes two islands to the east, one of
which, Vieques, Is as large as the Danish
Wand of St. Croix th it the United States
contemplates purchasing

There are two fine old cities in Porto
Rico, St. John's, the capital and principal
port, and Ponce, the largest citj, several
miles inland. The coast Is dented into live
ports of entr where there are towns.

The vegetation of the inland is exuberant
even for the West Indies and the products
Include all the fruits and woods of the
tropics. Sugar, coffee and tobacco are thestaples. The value of the exports, whichincreasing constantlv. was more than
S10COOCW In 1S00 This is far in excc-- f ofthe value of exports of any Island aboutthe Caribbean except Cuba.

Porto Rico's mineral wealth includes richdeposits of gold, iron, copper, coal andsalt. Oilv the salt bids are worked
Animal life is abundant and v iried Huge

herds of excellent cattle swarm over thelowland plains ind in the more temperate
mountain districts the celebrated PortoRiean hordes are bred Ali things consid-
ered no spot on the globe is better equip-
ped hj nature to support a happy and in-
dustrious population

The people themselves are superior In
blood and industry to those of an island in
the Wet Indies Cuba not excepted. Of npopulation of voono in IbK). nearly half amillion were whites of unmixed blood, and
but .1,000 were negroes and mulattoes. Of
the mixed ' population quite STOOtVl are theJrbiros, an uncommon people sild to be

TOWN IN PORTO RICO.

of Spanish tock with drops of the nativelnd! in blood In them. They are smallfarmers and laborers The race is a lineone. "bowing the icgular features and smallf.et of the l.uropcms The Jebaros arcrevolutionists to a man.
.Nature lias done more for Porto Ricothan any little island could expect of her-th- e

people have the qualities of an Indus!trlous and 1 ighly civilized race-a- nd vetthe Islands resources rem iln mostli un-developed and of the thrce-q- u irters of amillion of white and Jebaro inhabitants,less than 100 000 can read and write.
The Government.

The Porto Ricms have no voice in theirgovernment, us it Is dlreetlv controlled by
tho Spanish eortcs. in which the repre-
sentatives of Porto Rico wield no influence.
There is no vestige of local
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LITTLE MAJOR VARONA

STOIIV OK A BRAVE CUBVN BOY
ONLY 14 YE IRS OLD.

Han Ana) to 'War nt 10, Fought With
Gomez and Garcia Four Yeara;

,ow In en York. 11 Wnrd
of Cuban Republic.

Fourteen- - ear-ol-d Cresencio de Varona,
who is studilng at Hempstead Institute,
Hempstead, L. I., close by where the New
York regiments' are now going into camp,
is a voter in of three campaigns against the
Spanish troops in Cuba, and has won his
way up to the rank of major bv his bravery
and nbilit. Though still in knee breeches,
ho has served with Gomez, the commander-in-c-

hief of the insurgent forcis. with
both Antonio and Jose --Vlaeeo, v.ith Rod-ngu-

and Ribl, and has known what it
is to be wounded bi a bullet. At lirst he
was onli a mascot, but his intelligence and

xcellent memon won him the placeof aide
10 the commander-in-chie- f, and sometimes
lie at ted as -- peil il messenger to the aged
gcncial Time and again he led in the .at-
tack agiii.st the Spaniards for he was
lic.ht, and his horse ran well with him,
and no mar could hi -- Hate to follow where
a lad of 10 charscd merrilj. Now. having
received the raiiK of major from Cisneros,
who was of the republic while
Cresencio was winning fame, the lad has
come 10 this countri as w ird of the Cuban
government, and is studiing lo prepare
himself for a military career.

Who He Ih.
He is a keen, bright lad. well built, with a

hai dsomo face and 11 manly enthusiasm!
that win friends for Cuba Libre wherever
he appears. He speaks with great intel-
ligence when one considers his years, but
then his training has been one ot the most
extraordinary that ever a loungster re-

ceived He reahzis the importance of the
problems the Cubans are triing to solve
and the effectiveness of the methods his
pcoplo are using His comprehension is
surprising One cannot listen to him with-
out hearty admiration and respect for the
Cuban spirit

When war broke out the I. id, who was
then 10 j ears old, was keen to go and
begged his f ither to take him to the insur-
gent camp to make a soldier of him. His
lather lughed and told him to wait a little
while to f,ro. Waiting is not childhood's
chosen occupation, even in "Mananaland"
ccrtalnli not in Cuba, and when the news
of Marti s death came the bov decided
to run awai, for Marti was a dear friend
of his father, and Cresencio loved him
for the brave deeds he-ha-d heard his father
tell of. He would kill some Spaniards
for Marti's sake, so he went.

Gomez was moving east and was sup-
posed to be somewhere south of Puerto
Principe. Cresencio st irted south to find
Gomez, and he did, but it took him fifteen
div-- , to do it, during which time he had
little to eat but the famous fruit of the
island.

"1 was almost a guava jelly when I
reached the insurgents," he said, in telling
of the trip. "I ran away from home be-

cause mi father would not give me per-
mission to go to the, war, though he was
glad I had a spirit to tight the Spaniards.
I had another boy with me, Juan Prieto was
his name That means John Brown InDng-111- 1.

He was three liars older than I. He
wanted to light with Gomez also, but
he could use carpenter's tools, so he was
put to work at a tannen and In a shop to
make saddles for the Insurgents.

Huvv Gomez Received Them.
"The lirst men we saw were some of Go-

mez' scouts, who took us to camp at Ar-ro- io

Blanco, where the general was. I
was well and happy, but m clothes were
torn and 1 looked pretty bad. General Go-

mez asked me who I was, and 1 told him
1 was Cresencio de Varona. Then he said,
'Where did ou come from?" I told him
Puerto Principe.

" 'Do 1 ou know Victor de Varona? he
asked.

"I said, 'Ho is my father.'
'Then he was surprised and wanted to

know w hv I came to him, and If my father
knew where 1 was

"I told him I came to light the. Spaniards
and that my father could guess where I
was.

"He laughed. Then he asked me many
questions about how I got through the lines
and reached him and about the citi. I had
heard my father talk a great deal about
such things, so I told the general what my
fathei had said, and he said to me I had
a good memorj. He told me 1 could stay
with him till mi father sent for me. but
when he sent, I hid and would not go back.

Full-Fled- ge d Soldier.
"General Gomez gave me a jacket and

trousers and a pair of shoes made in one of
the insurgents' factories. The were too
large, but I could wear them with some
leaves Inside. Then I could wear sandals
made of the bark from near the top of the
palm trees, which were almost as good as
shoes, r had a machete and a carbine, and
a pistol, too I was sure 1 should kill many
Spaniards with them. I shot some, I know,
but 1 could not stop to see if they were
dead.

'The commander-in-chie- f kept me with
him until we met Antonio Maceo, 'vvai to
the east, near Point Guarico, almost at the
end of the island I was to aid to carry
orders to the olliiers. 1 slept near him at
night Cisneros was there, too. He was
president of the republic and an old friend
of mv father. He sent a letter to my father
to tell him he would take good care of me
If Tny father would let me st iy, s0 my
fathei said I might, which was as

because he could not get me home
without too much trouble.

"We had some fighting on the wai, but
onli .1 little. The Spaniards staled in the
towns and we had all the countri to march
in. We went In the open places the most of
the wai, where we had food for our hoi -- cs
We were in a hurri to meet Maceo to
celebrate the making of the new govern-
ment.

' 1 think General Maceo had about 2 fiOO

men at Canasti, where we met hiin. We
hid a Jollv time when we met Maceo, and
tned our guns and hid a big dinner of
sweet potatoes and some beef that Gen-
eral Gcmez brought with him

In n Hot I'lKbt.
"We bad some fighting nenr San Andras.

I had a fl lg and ran my horse through a
Spmish line with the men lighting on both
sides of me. 1 was not afraid, 1 think, but
afler it w is over I could not remember
well, and was wild. I wanted to light some
more, but the Sp imards had retreated, and
ihere was no chance

'General Maceo took me with him across
the cistern trocha Lis Tunas The Span-lar-

made a great noise tiring at us, but
wo did not lose am men, onlv some horses
that were hit in the legs, .and had to be
killed We 1 iptured s0me Spiniards who
wire veri hungn. So we fed them and
took their guns and swords and let themgo v.ith a little food Some of them staled
with ui .ird becimo Cuban soldiers I

some of the men were cut across
tho thighs, but they did not care. The doc-
tor soon made them all right,

Wiiiiiiiled In Iluttle.
"I e ime near getting hurt at Iguara. A

bullet went through mv left hand and broke
the stick of the Hag 1 was carriing. 1 was
riding hard, and idling 'Cuba! Cuba' so I
diil not feel an pain. I wanted to shoot
some Spmiirds. tint was all. I was sick a
little afterward, though, when the doctor
lied up 1111 hand, for a gocel deal of blood
hid run out over mv clothes, and I was
dizzy. But the next da I could ride with
eiders for General Gome? all right, and my
hand was well soon

"He made me a 'leulenant, and I hart
straps on mv shouiiier, ,lIuj r0,ie ,,t the
head of a platoon in .1 battle we hid in
Mexico, the same name as the countri
south of the United States. General Maiias
w is tin re, and we chased the Spaniards a
lout, was. Afterwards I fought nt Avajo
with Jose M iceo, and in man small places,
but I forget the names except Tanamo,
which was not long before I left to come to
this countri. I knew how to shoot better
then and to use the machete. President Cis-nei-

give me the rank of mijor then and
told me I must go to America to study to
be a general

"In Aguera, Camaguey, the capital of the
government. I slept in the same room with
the president and the commander-in-chie- f,

so as to be re id to go with the messages
am-- time the called me.

"There were over twenty good houses
there and some kitchens The big house
for the government meetings was at the
head of a park On both sides of the park
were som palm trees, and between the
houses, ton. The houses were two stories
high, with porches In front and windows
on all sides but no glass. Some houses
wero all window". On the left hand side
the president lived in the house nearest
the government building, and opposite to
this the vice president lived Next to tho
president were some army officers who

went with him, and next to the vice
president there were some Judges. The
kitchens were out In front of the park on
the right. The cooks were skillful to bake
sweet potatoes and to serve fruits. We had
some meat, not very much. In warm weath

er. It Is not good to eat much meat then
In Cuba.

"We had no fear of the Spaniards In
Aguara. Thei tried to get it there, but it
Is mountains all around, so that a few men
can hold the paths safely agilnst an army.
When the capita moved It was to keep
together with the army, not because the
Spanish could chase it away.

He Wunl to Go Hack.
"Perhaps Americ.in troops will go there

by and by. I hope so, and I hope all the
Cubans in America will go to tight the
Spanish in Cuba. 1 am going if I can, be-

cause I can study afterward. There will
be plent of time. I should like to show
the Americans how to light in Cuba. It is
not so easy at lirst. There are many things
to le im about what to do in camp and how
to march and how to attack. When we
were away from Aguara we slept In ham-
mocks or on the ground. The Americans
will h iv c tents and will have plcntv of food
with them, and many useful things. Often

MAJOR CRESENCIO DE VARONA.

wo had nothing to eat at nil, and our horses
were hungry, too, but we mide the Span-lar-

run. It will be too eisv for American
soldiers If they meet the Spaniards. I think
the Spaniards will not fight at all.

"When the president told me to go to
America to my uncle Enrique de Varona,

who writes the paper La Patria in Philadel-
phia, I went with eight men to a place on-th-

sea coast near Matanzas We cap-
tured a sailboat called in Spinlsh,
jolH' and three ailors, and went to Nas-
sau, on New Providence island. Then we
went over to Florida and I came up on the
steamer Niagara and met my uncle. I
brought letters from the government to the
delegation, and ever month I hear, by
some one who comes through, from the In-
surgents

SpnnlnrdN "Won't Flgrht.
"Mr. Cisneros sent me three letters this

year He sais It Is very hard now to get
tha Spaniards to fight. They will not come
out of the towns. They stay there like
rats in a cage. If he had some big guns
he could get them out The insurgents are
healthv and when thev hae more rifles andcartridges they will finish the war. Some-
times I get a letter from my father, too,
but it is more difficult. When mi sister
was in Matanzas It was easier, but now she
is in Puerto Principe, too, and the Spaniards
take the letters I have not heard for a
long time He is g id that I am at sthool
here. At lirst I could not speak the English
at all. but I understand pretty well now.
Calixto Garcia, the son of General Garcia,
is here with me, also Pedro Fumagoli, Rob-
erto Madan, Antlone Matei, and ome bovs
from another country that had trouble
like Cuba, Mortimer Sherick, Aghasey,
Shemmon, and Baba Asian, who came from
the north of Persia We are twenti-flv- e
altogether, and I like it, but I with to fight
some more Spaniards and then, come back
again."

AGES OF SOLDIERS.

The Mont oted Lender Hnve Been
Over the RcKnlatlon

Limit.
A native of Holland, an American citizen

b adoption, writes to a New York new-- p

iper that he is 53 ears old, but as able
to fight as man a man of 23, and sug-
gesting the formation of a corps of men
from 43 to 53 icars old He thinks there
aro many thousands of foreign-bor- n citi-
zens ready and anxious to take up arms
for their adopted countr in case of war
witli S:iain.

That old men hnve sometimes been the
best and most successful fighters history
abundantly shows. According to the Phll-adelp-

Inquirer, Farragut, the great ad-
miral of the civil war, was over W when
he ran his ileet up the Mississippi under
the guns of the Confederate forts below
New Orleans, and, in spite of the warnings
in regard to torpedoes In Mobile bay, ex-
claimed: " the torpedoes. Go ahead!"
Robert Anderson was Ri when he defended
Fort Sumter Don C irlos Buell was 41
when he helped to save Grant from dlsas-t- r

at Shiloh.
Joseph Hooker, one of the best fighters

In the Union army, was over 50 when he
captured Lookout mountain David D
Porter was "e! when he commanded the
1 irgest armada the world hid ever seen
at the capture of Tort Fisher. The be
loved jonn sjeugwicK w.s i wnen lie was
killed at the he id of his corps in the Wild-
erness George H. Thomas was 4S when he
won the battle of Nashville, one ot the
five most important battles of the war.
John A. W'inslow was ".! when the Keai-sarg- e

sink the Alabama.
Jubal A. Earlv-- was 49 when he came

near capturing Washington Joseph
E Johnston was 57 when he was holding
Sherman's irmy In check in Georgl 1. and
Robert E Iee was the same age when he
made his able defensive campaign of 1SC4.

HE LOOKED LIKE aYpANIARD.

Men Scowled nnd Joxtled I ntll
Brosne" Urn u itbt n Cheer

11 ud Pence.
Trom the New .ork World

A sw.arth m in with a jet black mus-
tache th it curled fiercely stood vestcrday
ifternoon in the crowd tint watched the

war bulletins ne wore a soft hit with
a wide brim and big bl ick tie under the
collar of a blue shirt. There was a enl-ca- i

expression on his face, and a menacing
look In his dark eies From top to toe
he looked like nn "unspeakable Sp ml ird "
The men near him did not approve of his
appearance. The dnvv aw.i nnd begin
looking at him with defiance and dislike
apparent in every feiture. A newsbo
spit disdainful! at the w nthv m in s
feet. A I lborer jostled him Another man
trod on ills feet All of tbe-- e insults pass-
ed unroticed The swaith m in was busv
reading the bulletins A driver on a truck
snapped hN whip at him Then the swarth
m in dropped his ecs and became con-
scious of the unf ivorable attention he was
attracting Thrusting his hands In his
pockets he looked scornfull around, nnd,
with biting s ircasm. s,id:

"Ph it the divil .ire (7 lookln af"
"Hurrah" ' cried the newsbo. "he's all

rif,ht "
Thereupon the others laughed, and the

swarth man liughed with them.

Not Disappointed.
From the Cleveland Plain Dealer

"I ee that Commodore Dewe Is ac-
cused of firing petroleum bombs Into Ma-
nila."

"Is he? AVell. I thought tho Standard
Oil Compan would try and get some free
advertising out of tint job If it could."

Aft nuvenlrn.
The Spanish won't yield
Till thc'e taken the Held,

But thej haien't the cnuraci. to stay on It.
ITath of our sors In blue
Will Juu run 'cm rlsht through.

And brine three Grea'cra home ou hta bayonet
J. E T.

AFTER THE WAR IS OVER

FUTURE OrPORTUMTlES FOB. AMER-
ICAN BUSINESS MEN I!t CUBA.

Old Palaces Begrginc for Purchnnera
SuRor I'lnntatlonM. at Low FIk- -

ureft Good Chnnces for
Small Investor.

When the war ends as of course It must
end In the independence of Cuba, the new
republic will have to begin at the bottom
economically as well as politlcall, writes
Fannie R. Ward, in the Philadelphia Rec-
ord. Tho island is so largely agricultural
that its tuture prosperil , at least for some
fenerations to come, depends upon the ru-l- al

districts. bc0iul a lew tobacco lac-
tones tnere have nevei iicen an manu-laeloil- cs

ot account 111 Cuba, anu ine wast-
ed tissues 01 industrial me can only draw
new blood irom lue soil. lho-- e vviio were
acquainted witn the queen ut the Amiltes
in net golden uii- - 01 prodig il pro-peii- ty

wi Lid haiuiy rccoMibse her ill mese iielasti
dies A trip Uiiougn tlie counti reveals
unexnmpleu dcsoiaaou, uurncu iiehis ami
Olellaius, lUlllcU nouses ultil subal lliiuo
and olien hu.tMy people.

Ihls c,ir Uie cane was choked with
weeus lor lack 01 laborers and iclded
mucli less than the eustomar amount o(
juice, ami mat was 1.11 below inu usual
vaaie, being uiirkciieil U a large admix-tui-e

ot scercbed cane, let it was Weil
worth cuiinii, ami grinning, wntnever
pemussion cuukl be ontalneu from Max-
imo (jOiik'A the insurgent emef. 'ine Span-
ish, authorities reauu gave tne planters
pcimission 10 grtnu, anu guaratiicsd them
protection while ooing so. This unwonted
bcneroslty on the part ot the moiner
countr was not entirely lor inu vveilare
01 ciiua. iiless ou, no! But because U
helped to pa tue arm and provided a
c,uuu ,ktee lor convalescing so.uiels. A
ver large proportion ot Spain s bo -- troops
succumbed to letlow lever, ijimoul, vom-
itive, etc., during their lirst season in tne
West limits, and those who survived tne
ucc'imaung process must be cared for un-
til strengtu returns, boon as released
Iiom tne Hospital, the have been sent to
the plantations, where at least tne were
sure of getting something to eat Guaru-d- ut

does not tax them lienvllj, and wuen
lull recuperated the can be utilized
uguip in ihe neld. Meanwhile the mea
an use themselves iccordtn to tneir
natural btnt, wnieh is usuail more pieas-in- g

to themselves than to tneir unwilling
entertainers. Lverj page of this paper
might be tilled with taies of their cruel
pranks, which have been told to me on the
various estates I have visited anu aie
atnpi v timed, but space forbids the re-
cital of birr two or three.

CrueltleM of SnuulHh Soldlem.
On the Santa Gertrudis plantation, about

forty miles beiond Cardenas, where a corn-pa- n

of soldiers were "protecting" the peo-
ple, a lad of 14 ears, one of the poor

Quartered on the place, was
going jotull to his parents' hut one
111 or nint,. earning a enunk of beef in a
sack, whicn tne planters steward had
given him. The soldiers overhauled him
and demanded to know what was in tne
sack, 'the bo took to his heels in aliright,
but was) si eedll captured ana brou(,nt in-
to camp. Meat was scarce, and me sol-
diers almost as hungry as tne reconcentra-do- s,

so the deciaea that the bo nad
stolen It. In vain he protested and cegted
that the steward be sent tor; he was tied
to a convenient palm tree, and wnue the
soldiers cooked and ate the meat, was
flogged at Intervals ouring the aai to
maho him confess, they said, iieing re-
leased at nighttuil, the boy tried to crawl
home, but aied on the way.

On another plantation, wnenever a new
lot of concentrados were brought in the
captain of the guard detained ail the girls
and good-locki- women In his tent, and
afterward sold them to his soldiers, mak-
ing a jocular auction of it for JackKiiives,
lood rations, etc, as the men had no
monc t Me highest bidder being allowed
first choice.

On the Santo Tomas plantation, in Plnar
del Rio province, lived an honest old col-
ored man, a veritable "Uncle Tom," whose
onl son was supposed to have joined tne
insurgents. One dai, when amusements
ran low, It was decided to "kill time" with
the old man. He was brought to camp
and ordered to disclose the whereabouts of
his son. This) he could not do, he had so de-
sired, having no idea where the constant-- 1

moving rebel army was situated. The
soldiers tied him to a tree and Hogged him
awhile, without avail; he could not or
would not tell. Then they compelled him
to dig his own grave and kneel beside it.
and into It he fell, pierced by a score of
bullets.

MaLliiK Money Front Culin'n Ruins.
Among the refugees at Key West I met

an ar planter, who was anxious to
sell his estate, and for a Cuban he seemed
to have developed remarkable adaptation
to the was of the "trading Yankees."

His method was to edge up to every
group of men he saw talking together andjoin in the conversation.

Presently he would be heard to say:
'The soil of Cuba Is too rich, that'swhat's the mutter with the island." Then

he would go on relating what ruinously
large crops he had himself been raising,
so rem irkably large that they nnd inv ited
destruction b envious rebels and Span-lard- s,

and invariably ended by inquiring
who wanted to bui 30,000 acres of the nnestsugar land in Cuba, worth ?I0 an acre, for
SO cents the acre. To be sure, his planta-
tion, house and mills are in ruins, but hepointed out what profit could be made on
the same In the line of scrap Iron and old
bricks. Up to date he has not found .1
purchaser. 1 heard one man tell him thathe would "rather have three measle acres
of corn and potatoes in Ohio. Pennsilvaniaor Illinois, than the whole 30 000 of 'Cuba's
best.' under present conditions."

Somebody will no doubt be making money
out of Cuba s ruined homes and millswithin the next few months. The boilersand machinery and other junk of thousands
of destroyed plantations can be had foi al-
most nothing, but the market for scrap
iron must be outside of the island. Thebrick and mortar would haidly be wwrthbiiing. but might be used on the spot In
rebuilding. Now. grasses and wild vinesgrowing over the melancholy heaps have
softened their harsh outlines and made
them a picturesque feature of the land-
scape but the are not to be considered
nn element toward building up the re-
sources of rural Cuba. In spite of thewar several sndlcates with an ee to the
future have latelv purchased large tracts
of land. Last winter a compan of New
Englanders bought (.000 acres In tlie beau-
tiful Trinidad valley, near Sintiago. The
are not doing anything with it now. but
say the can afford to wait for vears and
then realize heavy Interest on the money
invested.

ror Small Investor.
As to business enterprises on a smaller

scale, thev are innumerable for men with
a little mono, and more energ. A few
acres in market gardening, with their con-
tinuous crops from one eirs end to an-
other, v ould perhaps ield the quickest
and largest returns for the smallest amount
of capita! Chicken raising too. his

been a strangely neglected Industry
in Cuba Fowls and eggs figure conspicti-ou- sl

everv d in tlie Spinish-Amerlca- n

menu, hut nobod on the island h is cv er
gone into the business ot supp!Ing the
dem ind on a I irge scale, with Incubitors
and brooders, as In the United States All
winter, before the present icge began,
ggs sold in Havana at a dollar a dozen,

and poultr 50 cents a pound nnd what It
is now, goodness knows, with beef nt the
last advices $2 a pound. A man with eves
in his head and the business instinct of
the average American will see avenues for
protitulile investmeats of money anel labor
in everi direction, as soon as peace Is re-

stored In the Island
It seems a pit to take ldvartage of

other people's misfortunes, but mani are
the fine old casas In H ivana and other
cities which will be bought for a song.
These stately palaces of Impoverished
grandeur with their m irble floors and pil-
lared corridors, and Inner courtvards. their
fountains and palmtrees. are fairly beg-
ging for purchasers, owing to the financial
distress of their owners.

It goes pirticulnrlv hard with the proud
hldalgoes to have to sell their property
to the h ited Yankees, who are looked
upon as a horde of greedy shopkeepers.
As If any nation under the sun could be
more greedy for gain than Sp iln has shown
herself since the earliest d lys of the Con-
quest' Eveowhere In Spanish-Americ- a

ou hear a great ilea! about the Invincible
valor of Spain nnd the sordid chinctcr
of the Yankees. Their literature tells us
that Spanish patriotism Is unconquerable,
whllo North Americans love dollars more
than countri. and that when the latter
seek to "meddle" in the affairs of Cubi,
illustrious Spain will teach them a lesson
In International manners.

A pamphlet widely distributed In Havana
not long ago furnished rich reading to
tlie few Americans who remained in tho
city. It says that in the event of the afore-
said "meddling" all Europo would rush

to the rescue of Spain, "whose ever glor-
ious history constitutes the grandest page
In the annals of the world." It reminds
the mone --grasping Yankees that when it
cemes to war. valor Is a necessary element,
and that they must not think they can
fight Spain's heroic soldiers with dollars
alone! Thfsi little book goes on to give the
denouement. It describes the Invasion of
Cuba by American troops; recounts battle
after battle In which the Immense superi-
ority of American numbers is aluajs over-
come by the "Invincible valor of our illus-
trious army." And final!, after an unbro-
ken ch iln or military triumphs for Spain

extending over a series of months, and
culminating In .1 stunning defeat for the
United States, the Yankees humbly sue
for peace, p iy Spain a heavy Indemnity and
withdraw from the island, with many apol-
ogies, having leirned that Spain is uncon-
querable by reason of the superb valor of
h:r sons.

AND GOVERNMENT
ESPERANZA.

FROM BUCCANEER TO PIRATE.

The Brethren of the Const Warred
AKnlnMt Hverv n

lion.
From St Mcnolan.

Tho nuccancers had grown to be reckless
freebooters. And when the became sol-
diers and m irrlird In little armies, the pa-
tience of the civilized world !egan to weak-
en. Panam 1, for Inst lnee, was an impor-
tant Spinlsh clt : England w.is at peace
with Sp iln: therefore, when a milltary
foice lomposed m linli of Englishmen, and
led h a British subject, c iptured and
s irked Pan im 1. if England should not In-

terfere with her buccaneers she would
have a qu irrel to settle with Spain.

So .1 new governor was sent to Jamaica
with strict orders to put down the mice

and to break up their organization,
and then It was he set a thief to catch
thieves, and empowered the Mor-
gan, to execute his former comrides.

Hut methols of conciliation, .is well as
threats of punishment, were used to ind tie,"
the buccaneers to give up their llleg il 1 til-
ing, and liberal offers were made to them

PRESENT CUBAN CAPITAL"
AT LA

to settle in Jamaica and become
citizens.

But these offers did not tempt the Broth-
ers of the Coast; from active pirates to re-
tired pirates was too great a change, and
though some of them returned to their
original avocations of cattle butchering and
beef driing, some, it is said, chose rather
to live among the wild Indians and share
their Independent lives, than to bind them-
selves to any form of honest Industry.

The French also had been active in sup-
pressing the operations of their buccaneers,
and soon the Brethren of the Coast, consid-
ered as an organization tor prevlng upon
tho commerce and settlers of Spain, might
be said to have ceased to exist. But it
must not be supposed that because bucca-
neering had died out that piracy was dead.

Driven from Jamaica, from San Domingo,
and even from Tortuga, they retained a
resting place only at New Providence, an
island in the Bahamas, and this they did
not maintain very long. Then the spread
themselves all over the waterv- - world. They
were no longer buccaneers, they were no
longer "Brothers" of any sort, they no
longer set out merely against Spaniards,
but their atacks were made upon people of
every nation. They confined themselves to
attacks upon peaceable merchant vescls.
often robbing them and then scuttling
them, delighted with the spectacle of a
ship, with all its crew, sinking hopelessly
Into the sea.

The scene of piratical operations in Amer-
ica was now verv much changed. The suc-
cessors of the Brothers ot the Coast, no
longer united by any bonds of fellowship,
but each pirate captain acting independ-
ently in his own wicked way. were coming
up from the West Indies to afflict the more
northern seacoast.

THE CUBAN WATER MONKEY.

One Mnnt Be Expert In Order to
Drink From It Grace-

fully.
The Cubans have a domestic utensil called

a "water monkey." that Is to be found In
houses, hotels and offices. It answers the
same purpose as the oll.i in Mexico and
the ela jugs of India. It is made of gray
porous cla and Is manufactured In Ma-
laga, "where the raisins come from." By
absorptlon nnd evaporation a blanket of
cool air surrounds the jug continuously
and keeps the water almost as cold as If

DRINKING FROM A WATER MONKEY.

It contained ice. In a country where Ice
is both scarce and expensive these jugs
are indlspensablo.

The water monkes have two apertures,
one about the size of a dollar, through
which water is poured into a glass. On
the opposite side is a protuberance with a
small hole running through It. From this
the experienced Cuban drinks without
touching It to his lips. When about to
drink he holds it two or three inches from
his mouth, li'to which the tiny stream of
water pours. Gradually and slowly he
lifts the monkei'awav from him until it Is
almost at arm s length, the water contin-
uing to flow from tlie monkey down his
throat. ' Occaslonallv the drinker gulps,
and when his thirst has been satisfied he
returns the monkci toward his mouth, then
suddenly tips It up. sbuttlng off the
stream. It takes considerable experience
to drink out of a water monkey gracfull.
The beginner sends a stream of water down
his neck Inste id of his throat four times
out of five, until he has mastered the art--

READING NEWSPAPERS.

Hovt Lone It Would Require to Give
a Five Minute Look at

Eneli.
One year and eight months, assuming

that the reading of the one copy of each
of the world's newspapers was continued
six hours on every one of the seven days
in each week, while, at the same rate,
to skim over the d illy papers would take
eleven weeks. An annual subscriber to the
dally papers of the world would have to
pay 7 020 pounds, independent of postage
or carriage.

Tbire are over 4J0H0 newspapers In the
world, of which 3 310 are dallies. Of each
1000 newspapers estibllshed in the four
lc idlng countries of the world, the United
States has 4C2: Great Britain, 141; German,
127: and France. ff Newspapers are pub-
lished In eighty-on- e different languages,
while some of them are published in two
and even "more tongues.

CUBA'S CONTENTION.

SUB CLMMS TIIVT SHE IS TO-DA- Y A
AATIOV 1

Aa Proof of This the lnHurgent Lead-e- ra

Point to Three learn Suc-
cessful Government and

a Constitution.

Have the insurgents a jjovernment? Is It
responsible? To what degree Ls it repre-
sentative? What Is the junta? Have the
Cubans a junta in New York city or else-
where? These and many like questions
have been discussed widely during the la3t
two wrecks, and much misunderstanding;
has resulted.

There Is a responsible government in
Cuba, and It is as representative as possi-
ble in the clrcumstanctvs, says the New
York Press. Its officials were elected ac-
cording to the methods prescribed by the
constitution and livvs of the Cuban re-
public-, and reprcsfnt the will of the Cubans
in the held and In the two provinces of
the East, Santl iga and Puerto Principe,
where the insurgents are in almost full con-
trol, and there are perhaps 1CO0PO men
ready to take up arms as oon as they can
be equipped. In other parts of Cuba gen-
erally affairs are so unsi-ttlt- that elec-
tions could not be managed easilv. and so
it happens th.it many Cubans had not the
opportunity to vote.

The same Is true of the Cubans in the
Uniteel States. South America and
in Europe, who have been working earn-
estly for Cuban independence. It was im-
possible for thee men te vote, but they
havo given to the Cuban constitution their
moral support, and have aided the insur-
gent government by all means in their
power. They know that as soon as Cuba Is
free they will be represented in the general

iss
BUILDING.

assembly to be convened then as required
by the constitution.

Twenty representatives, elected from tha
five Insurgent army corps of Santiago.
Puerto Principe. Santa Clara. Matanzas
and Havana, met at Jlmaguayu. in the
province of Puerto Principe, on September
13. 1S95. After four days' deliberation thcy
frame-- d 11 provisional constitution, to be
in force for two jears. and then to be re-
vised by a new constitutional convention,
unless Cuba were free at an earlier date,
when a general call should be issued to
Cubans all ov er the world for a convention
to be held immediately.

Flrat Civil Officers.
On September IS the constituent assembly

met again and elected the following off-
icials: President, Salvador Cisneros; vice
president, Bartolome Masso; secretary of
war, Carlos Roloff ; secretary of tho treas-
ury, Stivcro Pina: secretary of the interior.
Dr. Santiago Garcia Canlzares: secretary
of foreign relations. Rafael M- - Portuondo;
substitute secretary of war. Mario Meno-ca- l;

substitute secretary of treasury. Dr.
Joaquin Castillo: substitute secretary of
Interior, Carlos Dubois; substitute secre-
tary of foreign relations. Dr. Fermin Val-d- es

Domlngues.
Besides these Maximo Gomez was elected

commander-in-chie- f of the Cuban army
with the title of major general, and An-
tonio, lieutenant general, was elected sec-
ond in command. Tomas Estrada Palma
was elected delegate plenipotentiary and
general agent abroad of the Cuban repub-
lic.

On October 29, 1S37, a new constitutional
convention met in Yaya, and some changes
were made in the constitution. Bartolome
Masso was elected president and Mendez
Cabote vice president. The new instrument
defines Cubans as persons born on the isl-

and, excepting such as claim allegiance to
other countries, persons born abroad of
Cuban parents and persons in the direct
service of the provisional government. It
regulates the department of communica-
tions and declares that military service Is
obligatory.

Votlnir. Arc 1(1. '
All males, otherwise qualified, who have

reached the ago of lt 1 ears, have the right
to vote.

Even this extraordinary low figure shuts
out many active nnd efficient soldiers In thai
insurgent army. One "man" on Gomez" .
staff was only 10 years old. The command- - I

sent him to the United States I
not long ago to be educated. i

The provisional government has had three 1
capitals In the tnree years it nas existed
Jlmaguayu, Yaya and Agramonte. It has
had to moe about to keep In touch with
the army and to be out of the way of the
Spaniards, it has not jet been able to
afford tho men necessary to maintain a
permanent seat of government. The middle
of a swamp is the snfest place for It to
roost, for there the Spaniards dare not fol-
low. In several instances it has built its
hospitals In swamps, too. lest its wounded
soldiers be set upon and tortured by the
"Butcher's" orders in his attempt to main-
tain Spanish honor and dignity.

Though migratory, the provisional gov- - '
ernment has control of well nigh all of
Eastern Cuba. Some half dozen of the
cities are occupied by Spanish troops, but
the country is free of them. The Insur-
gents have large tracts of pasture land and
several factories where they make shoes.
saddles, bridles, and some clothing. They
cultivate farms or vegetables, grow cane
and hnve a large number of schools, each
one fl ing a Cuban flag. They maintain an
efficient postal service, and last ear col-
lected $100,000 In taxes for carrying on the
war.

Plana for the Future.
There is uncertainty as to just what steps

will be taken when the Spaniards have
surrendered. The Spanish troops, of course,
will. not be held as prisoners. They will be
free to go back to Spain If they wish and
are able to do so, or they may become
Cuban citizens, or they may live unmo-
lested in Cuba as other foreigners Ilva
there. As soon as hostilities are over thero
will be a general convention far more rep-
resentative than the two held already, and
a new government will organize. So much
Is certain.

"I suppose tho United States will not rec-
ognize any one Immediately after they have
driven out the Spaniards." said Horatio
S. Rubens. 'They will wait until the Cu-
bans h iv e established a permanent govern-me- nt

nnd then will abandon the island
to them. While the Cubans are busy or-
ganizing their electoral boards the United
States will maintain order by martial law.
possibly. I expect that all male citizens
will be allowed to vote, irrespective of race
or previous condition.

"I can say confidently there will be no
statu religion.. Church and state will be
separate.

"As soon as the war is over and Cuba
ha made a visible demonstration of her
existence as a government she will assert
herself and request recognition, which she
will receive immediately, I have no doubt."

What I the Juntaf
It may be "aid that a junta does not ex-

ist In the United States at present. The
word lives. It is in each of the papers
every duy. but the council that wns the
Junta In the Cuban rebellion of 1S6S-7- S waa
dissolved by the United States government
when hostilities ceased. It Is really a con-sultl- vc

or legislative assembly for the whole
or for one of the separate parts of a coun-
try. It must have a president and secre-
tary, and all members are equal In

It is twenty years since Cubans
have had such an organization in the
United States. There Is a Cuhan revolution-
ary partv. with headquarters at No. 5 New
street. New-- York, and the American pub-
lic has misapplied the word junta to thisorganization. Many persons have supposed
this party to be the actual governing body
now In control ot the Cuban revolution
This Is not true, but the mistake was
natural enough for an outsider to makeInasmuch us comDaratlvelv little u h--

of the president of the provisional govern- -
111cm. il e.uu.1- - aim a great aeai is heardof General Estrada Palma, who. bcsldea
of General Estrada Fauna?


